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DRAFT- The following is a draft version of the December 20, 2017 Meeting of the Board 
Minutes.  It is record of the discussion and action for each agenda item of the meeting.  
Documents included in each agenda item shall be added to the official record of minutes. 

Draft shall be considered unofficial until read and approved by formal vote at a succeeding 
regular meeting. 
 
December 20, 2017 Meeting of the Board 
 

1. Convening of the Board – President Rettig 
 
Meeting called to order at 10:36 a.m. 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Members present: Marcella Boyd Cox, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Jon Rettig, Thomas 
Taneff and William Wappner.  
 
Mr. David Ingram stated for the record a quorum of the board was present. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
“I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic for 
which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 
 
Recognize Apprentices 
 
During apprenticeship, apprentices are required to complete assignments published 
to their corresponding apprenticeship task list. One of the tasks cataloged, as an 
additional training requirement, is to attend one state board monthly meeting. This new 
task was established by the board July 26, 2016 for one-year apprentices that started their 
apprenticeship February 1, 2016 or beyond; and for two-year apprentices that started their 
apprenticeship February 1, 2015 or beyond. 
 
The board would like the opportunity to recognize apprentices in attendance of the 
meeting who are fulfilling this requirement. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig welcomed all apprentices in attendance of the meeting and requested each 
person stand and state their name so that all may hear.  In attendance were Kaitlyn Allen, 
Rachael Anderson, Kelly Burrell, Cody Dierkes, Dana Dixon, Jason Frazer, Robert 
Jenks, Matt Johns, Timothy Moquin, Curtis Parish, David Pemberton, Jessica Roberts, 
Clara Fox-Ruddle and Kathryn Schroeder. 
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In addition to apprentices, Mr. Rettig recognized others in attendance of the meeting: 
Robert Carter, former board president, Melissa Sullivan of Ohio Funeral Directors 
Association, Jack Lechner and Elizabeth Williams of Cincinnati College of Mortuary 
Science, Cathy Elkins of Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio, Byron Adkins, 
Lori Hall-Diaz and Sierra Hill. 
  
 

2. Board Business 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mr. David Ingram read aloud the content of the executive director’s report and 
communicated the following in addition: 
 

 Mr. Ingram stated that he anticipates attending the Buckeye State Funeral 
Directors and Embalmers Association Annual Convention and Seminar in 
June 2018 and the Ohio Funeral Directors Association Annual Convention 
and Exhibition in May 2018; 

 Mr. Ingram informed that the board is scheduled to transition to a new 
platform of eLicense beginning April 23, 2018.  He added that the board is 
among the last group of Ohio’s Boards and Commissions onboarding to the 
new platform; 

 Mr. Ingram informed that registration for Automated Reporting Preneed 
Payment System (ARPPS) began December 14, 2017.  He stated the system 
has experienced some minor technical difficulties but these issues are actively 
being resolved.  He added that some registrants are not selecting submission 
roles in the system and reminded this action must occur for successful 
registration; 

 Mr. Ingram reported that he visited Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science 
(CCMS) recently and thanked Mr. Lechner and his staff for their generous 
hospitality.   
 

Mr. Rettig thanked the executive director and staff of the board for their work involving 
ARPPS and transition to the new eLicense. 
 
Mr. Ingram informed he was prepared to final file the board’s proposed rules concerning 
the Preneed Recovery Fund by December 22, 2017 and requested a motion to approve the 
version as presented be filed with the Electronic Rule-Filing System (ERF) for 
subsequent approval from the Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR).  
 
Mr. Thomas Taneff made a motion to approve the final file of the board’s rules to 
JCARR.  
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Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Edward Nurre 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 

 Mr. Ingram read aloud the compliance and inspection reports from his executive 
director’s report. 
 
Mr. Rettig thanked the two board inspectors for their crematory inspections. 
 

 Mr. Ingram reported the board’s budget overview. 

 
Mr. Jon Rettig asked Mr. William Wappner if he had any questions or concerns about 
Mr. Ingram’s report on the budget overview.  Mr. Wappner inquired about the payments 
to “Kessler.”  Ms. Christie Limbert, board counsel, informed that Marc Myers, the 
board’s hearing officer, is with the law firm Blaugrund Haynes Kessler Myers and 
Postalakis.  Mr. Ingram confirmed the payments were to the hearing officer. 
 
President’s Report 
  
Mr. Jon Rettig presented his report by communicating the following: 
 

 Mr. Rettig reported that ARPPS meetings are still on track; 
 Mr. Rettig reported that an email containing a template for use with ARPPS will 

be forthcoming from the board to all funeral homes; 
 
Mr. Ingram reminded all that a video tutorial regarding registration to ARPPS was 
available on the board’s website. 
 

 Mr. Rettig reported that OFDA District Meetings have concluded.  He added that 
he was in attendance of many and thanked fellow board members for their 
attendance to approximately seventeen different meetings across the state.  Mr. 
Rettig reported approximately 653 attendees participated in these meetings 
overall, with the largest group of 90 persons present at the District 5 Meeting in 
Cincinnati.  The second largest included 82 persons at the District 8 & 16 Meeting 
in Canton;    

 Mr. Rettig announced that he anticipates attending the OFDA Master Training 
Seminar scheduled for February 28, 2018 in Columbus, Ohio; 

 Mr. Rettig informed that Board Member Jill Pugh and Executive Director David 
Ingram will attend The Annual Meeting of The International Conference of 
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Funeral Service Examining Boards (The Conference) scheduled for February 28 
through March 01, 2018 in New Orleans, Louisiana; 

 Mr. Rettig reminded all that examinations provided by The Conference do not 
include former Ohio Laws and Rules – only current. 

 Mr. Rettig requested that all board members provide Director Ingram a 
photograph and brief biography for addition to the board’s website. 

 
Mr. Rettig asked the board members if there were any questions about his report.  There 
were no questions from the board. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig introduced Ms. Jennifer Day and Ms. Stephanie Motley of the Office of 
Treasurer of Ohio. 
 
Ms. Day and Ms. Motley were appearing before the board to inform of the progress on 
the Preneed Recovery Fund Account Setup.  Ms. Day explained that the State of Ohio has 
a general fund and custodial accounts.  A custodial account has been established for the 
Preneed Recovery Fund. 
 
Ms. Day stated that the State Board of Deposit will meet in early 2018 to choose which 
banks the state will conduct business with in the new year.  She informed, as of today, 
that Key Bank will maintain the custodial account.  She added that when the custodial 
account reaches its threshold, funds will then be diverted to the state’s General Revenue 
Fund. 
 
Ms. Day stated that funds in the custodial account are eligible to be invested in The State 
Treasury Asset Reserve of Ohio (STAR Ohio).  STAR Ohio is an investment fund that 
allows government subdivisions – from municipalities to school districts – to invest funds 
in a highly rated public investment pool.   
 
Ms. Day stated understanding the board was concerned about fees related to the account 
and wished to interview various banks to obtain quotes.  She informed the board 
members that fees associated with state accounts are negotiated by the Office of 
Treasurer of Ohio. 
 
Ms. Day announced that the executive director of the board will have control of and 
access to the custodial account.  The director may also assign privileges to board staff, if 
desired. 
 
Ms. Day stated the custodial account will accept credit card payments and Automated 
Clearing House (ACH) electronic payments. 
 
Ms. Day summed up by stating the custodial account is ready to go, it just needs 
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activated.   
 
Mr. William Wappner questioned Ms. Day when the funds could be invested.  Ms. Day 
replied that the account threshold must first be met prior to investing.  Ms. Day stated that 
STAR Ohio currently invests approximately eight billion dollars averaging 
approximately one-point-two-six percent interest.  Mr. Wappner followed up with asking 
who monitors the investment fund.  Ms. Day replied that the State of Ohio monitors the 
fund.  She announced that additional information may be found on the website of the 
Office of Treasurer of Ohio. 
 
Mr. Wappner questioned Ms. Day on the difference between a custodial account and the 
state’s General Revenue Fund.  Ms. Day replied that the state’s account, known as the 
General Revenue Fund (GRF), is where all state agencies deposit their money.  A 
custodial account is a separate pot of money that may be moved, if needed.  She added 
that all excess funds go into the GRF.  Mr. Wappner followed up with questioning how 
the money is retrieved.  Ms. Day replied it was her understanding an applicant would file 
a claim with the board and the executive director would then communicate to the Office 
of Treasure of Ohio to withdraw funds.  She added that ACH transfers cost less than wire 
transfers. 
 
Mr. Wappner asked Ms. Day about expenses of running the fund.  Ms. Day replied that 
charges are currently approximately ten dollars per month to hold the account. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig stated that he was not clear on the threshold amount.  He asked if it was 
the two million dollar mark.  Ms. Day responded that it was two million dollars. 
 
Mr. Wappner asked Ms. Day how much time was needed to begin withdrawing funds.  
Ms. Day replied that when the account has money in it, funds are available for 
withdrawal. 
 
Mr. Rettig questioned about reporting on the fund’s activity.  Ms. Day responded that the 
Office of Treasurer of Ohio does not provide reports.  The responsibility to monitor daily, 
monthly, and/or quarterly activity belongs to the executive director.  
 
Mr. Thomas Taneff recommended the board develop a rule or policy to designate 
intervals for the executive director to check-in on the account.  Mr. Taneff followed up 
with a question of a withdrawal form.  Ms. Day responded that a state form is available.  
Ms. Motley added that an authorization form will be necessary because the Treasurer will 
want to see an approval trail.  Mr. Rettig commented that the board will need to add a 
policy concerning the audit trail. 
 
Mr. Rettig asked if there were any further questions for Ms. Day and Ms. Motley.  There 
were none from the board.  Mr. Rettig thanked each for their attendance of the meeting 
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and for providing insight about the Preneed Recovery Fund Account. 
 
Consideration of the November 15, 2017 Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Mr. Thomas Taneff made a motion to approve the November 15, 2017 Board Meeting 
Minutes as presented. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Edward Nurre 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Consideration of the November 15, 2017 Education and Examination Committee Minutes 
 
Mr. Thomas Taneff made a motion to approve the November 15, 2017 Education and 
Examination Committee Meeting Minutes as presented. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Edward Nurre 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Licensure  
 
Mr. Jon Rettig read aloud the list of names to be licensed. 
 
Ms. Jill Pugh made a motion to approve the applications of individuals recommended for 
licensure. 
 
Motion by Jill Pugh, second by Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Mr. Rettig stated the registrations and certifications listed were information only and 
needed no motion. 
 
Mr. Rettig read aloud the list of names of facilities to be licensed and facility name 
changes. 
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Mr. Thomas Taneff made a motion to approve ratification of facility licenses as 
presented. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by Marcela Boyd Cox 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Mr. David Ingram asked Mr. William Wappner if the new format of identifying why a 
name change occurred was to his liking.  Mr. Wappner affirmed that he liked it.  Mr. 
Ingram and Mr. Wappner both thanked Ms. Linda Clark for the change. 
 
Continuing Education 
 
Ms. Jill Pugh questioned Mr. Danny Finfrock if the application for eighteen hours for 
course “Medicolegal Death Investigator Training” from Saint Louis University School of 
Medicine was correct.  Mr. Finfrock replied that it was a legitimate annual program 
offered by the school. 
 
There was discussion among the board about the application for three hours for course 
“Post-Holiday Stress” from Embalmers Association of Cleveland.  There was consensus 
among the board to separate this program from approval of the list of programs.  
 
Ms. Marcella Boyd Cox made a motion to approve the applications for continuing 
education programs as presented excluding the Embalmers Association of Cleveland’s 
program “Post-Holiday Stress.” 
 
Motion by Marcella Boyd Cox, second by Edward Nurre 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Ms. Marcella Boyd Cox made a motion to approve the application submitted by 
Embalmers Association of Cleveland for course “Post-Holiday Stress” for three hours 
contingent on the board’s continuing education coordinator contacting the provider to 
obtain additional information about the program details.  Upon satisfactory update of 
program details, the continuing education coordinator may approve the program without 
further consent of the board and notify the provider.  
 
Mr. David Ingram informed there no applications from individuals requesting credit for 
attending out of state continuing education programs or requesting exemption of the 
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continuing education requirements. 
 
Compliance 
 
Mr. David Ingram announced there was a difference between the pdf copy of the 
compliance cases recommended for closure in the electronic agenda and the printed paper 
copy provided to each board member at the meeting.  The list of compliance cases was 
updated. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig informed the apprentices in attendance of the meeting how and why the 
board office conducts its MIT Meeting prior to board meetings. 
 
Mr. Ingram read aloud the list of compliance cases recommended for closure.  Ms. 
Christie Limbert, board counsel noted that compliance case # 2018-1800028 was 
included in the list.  There was discussion among the board about compliance case 
#2018-1800028.  There was consensus among the board to separate compliance case 
#2018-1800028 from approval of the list. 
 
Ms. Jill Pugh made a motion to approve the list of compliance cases recommended for 
closure excluding compliance case number 2018-1800028. 
 
Motion by Jill Pugh, second by Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig made a motion for the Board to enter executive session pursuant to R.C. 
121.22(G)(1) to consider the investigation of charges against a licensee. 
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
The Board entered executive session at 11:23 a.m. 
 
The Board reconvened to its regular meeting at 11:33 a.m. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig requested Mr. Ingram conduct a roll call vote to record the presence of all 
board members returning to its regular session.  All six board members confirmed their 
presence. 
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Mr. Jon Rettig made a motion to approve closing compliance case number 2018-
1800028. 
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Thomas Taneff 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Mr. David Ingram announced there was only one settlement to ratify and provided a brief 
summary of the compliance case. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig questioned Mr. Ingram if restitution to the complainant had occurred.  Mr. 
Ingram replied that it was unknown at this time. Mr. Ingram asked the Board if they 
would like to amend the agreement. 
 
Mr. Rettig questioned Ms. Christie Limbert, board counsel, if a death was involved in this 
case.  Ms. Limbert replied there was not. 
 
Ms. Jill Pugh made a motion to reject the settlement agreement until restitution is 
provided to the complainant.   
 
Motion by Jill Pugh, second by Thomas Taneff  
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Mr. David Ingram requested the board review and comment on the Preneed Recovery 
Fund Reimbursement Application Form. 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig made a motion to approve the Preneed Recovery Fund Reimbursement 
Application Form contingent on review and approval of board counsel.   
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Thomas Taneff  
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Mr. Ingram informed he was preparing to file the board’s rules concerning Direct 
Payment Endorsement and Facility Name Change with the Office of Ohio Common 
Sense Initiative (CSI).  He asked the board for a motion to approve the version as 
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presented. 
 
Ms. Jill Pugh made a motion to approve filing proposed rules concerning Direct Payment 
Endorsement and Facility Name Change to CSI. 
 
Motion by Jon Rettig, second by Thomas Taneff  
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
 
 
Attorney General Case Update 
 
Mr. Jon Rettig asked board members if they received the attorney/client privileged email 
from board counsel containing the Attorney General Case Update.  He added that any 
questions about the update should be directed to Ms. Christie Limbert, board counsel. 
 
Mr. David Ingram informed the board that the future eLicense platform may allow 
individuals to print a wall display certificate and pocket card.  Mr. Ingram asked the 
board for an opinion on allowing persons to print their own credentials from eLicense.  
There was discussion among the board on the pros and cons of this new feature.  There 
was consensus among the board that the board office will continue to produce and mail 
wall display certificates and pocket cards.   
 
Mr. Jon Rettig thanked all in attendance of the meeting for their presence and wished all 
“Happy Holidays.” 
 
Ms. Melissa Sullivan questioned the board if the reporting of the Preneed Recovery Fund 
balance would include the custodial account and the investment account.  Mr. William 
Wappner replied that it would include both. 
 
Mr. Ingram announced that a video tutorial regarding uploading preneed contracts to 
ARPPS will be available in January or February 2018. 
 
 

3. Adjournment  
 
Mr. Thomas Taneff made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Motion by Thomas Taneff, second by William Wappner 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yes: Thomas Taneff, William Wappner, Edward Nurre, Jill Pugh, Marcella Boyd Cox 
and Jon Rettig 
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the December 20, 2017 Meeting of the Board adjourned at 11:46 a.m. 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jon W. Rettig, Sr., President 
 
 
______________________________ 
William C. Wappner, Secretary-Treasurer 
 
 
Attachments 


