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Rule 5703-9-32 Ohio Administrative Code  Sales and use tax: morticians 
 
(A)  Morticians are the retailers of the following items of tangible personal property which 

must be separately stated in the billing and tax collected on the full selling price: 
 
  (1) Clothing 
 
  (2) Vaults-All kinds 
 
  (3) Outside Containers (Except pine box furnished with casket) 
 
  (4) Flowers (Not including the Door Piece or Badge) 
 
 (B) Morticians render the following services which may be separately itemized and on which 

no tax shall be collected: 
 
  (1) Funeral notices 
 
  (2) Gratuities to Clergymen and Pallbearers, Churches, etc. 
 
  (3) Cash Advances 
 
  (4) Charges for all limousines exceeding two in number (charges for the first two 

limousines shall be included in the complete funeral charge) 
 
  (5) Transportation 
 
(C)  All other charges, such as the charge for a complete funeral service including casket 

complete, door pieces or badges, embalming and care of the remains, hearse, two 
limousines or less, use of funeral chapel and establishment and professional service, shall 
be totaled in determining the complete funeral charge and the tax computed on fifty 
percent of the balance.   

 
Morticians are the consumers of such articles as embalming fluids, cosmetics, various items, or 
instruments used in embalming and shall pay tax on the purchase of such articles. 
 
In those cases where cremation is to be substituted for burial, the same rules apply as to 
taxability, except where no casket or articles of tangible personal property are furnished, in which 
case service only is supplied and no tax shall be collected. 
 
Cemetery Associations are vendors of all items of tangible personal property sold such as vaults, 
markers, including grave and lot markers and are responsible for the collection of the tax on 
taxable transactions. 
 
If the casket and remains are to be shipped to a point outside the State, no tax shall be collected 
by the Ohio mortician for the tangible personal property shipped. 
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Clarification of Rule 5703-9-32 Administrative Code 

From the Ohio Department of Taxation, Sales and Use Tax Division 
 
This is to advise you that Ohio Sales Tax Rule 5703-09-32 entitled Morticians will remain 
in effect in situations where a funeral director invoices his customer for a complete funeral 
service and the invoice does not provide a breakdown of each individual charge. 
 
However, this rule does not apply when the customer requests the funeral director to 
separately price each component of the funeral service in accordance with the Federal Trade 
Commission Regulations enacted in 1986. 
 
When the funeral director separately charges for each it under the Federal Trade 
Commission Regulations the application of the Ohio sales tax shall be as follows: 
 

Non-taxable services 
 

Minimum professional services Transfer of remains 
Embalming Hearse 
Other preparation of the body Limousine with chauffeur (see Rule 5703-9-06) 
Hairdresser Additional mileage 
Special care of autopsied remains Service vehicle 
Use of facilities for viewing Traffic escort 
Use of facilities for funeral rites Cash advances 
Professional services to direct the Refrigeration 
   funeral ceremony Cremation 
Attendance at graveside only Pallbearers and transportation 
 

Taxable sales/rentals of tangible personal property 
 

Casket or other receptacle Memorial cards or prayer cards 
Outer burial container Crucifix 
Cremation urn Floral photographer 
Acknowledgement cards Air tray or cremation container 
Register book Burial clothing 
 
While the foregoing lists are not all-inclusive, they should provide a strong guideline to 
follow when invoicing under the Federal Trade Commission Regulations.  
 
 

This department anticipates revising Rule 5703-9-32 OAC. 
This clarification was reconfirmed by the Department of Taxation in 2000 




